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FOREWORD

Wildlife is not just a vital component of our ecological heritage but also
a cornerstone of Odisha’s natural identity. From the lush forests of Similipal to the
vibrant wetlands of Chilika, our state is home to a rich diversity of flora and fauna
that demands both admiration and protection.

In recognition of the outstanding efforts made by individuals and
organizations in the field of wildlife conservation, the Government of Odisha
has instituted the State Level Chief Minister Award for Wildlife Conservation.
This award not only acknowledges exemplary work but also inspires collective
responsibility towards the preservation of our natural heritage.

It is our hope that this publication will serve not only as a record of
commendable achievements but also as a source of inspiration for future
generations to engage in the noble cause of wildlife conservation.

Shri Prem Kumar Jha, IFS
Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (Wildlife) & Chief Wildlife Warden, Odisha
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About the Award and its evolution

The concept of the State Level Award for Wildlife Conservation was first
conceived in 2005 for recognizing outstanding persons and organizations for their
contributions towards wildlife conservation. Initially, the cash award consisted
of Rs. 50,000; subsequently the amount has been enhanced to Rs. 1,00,000
and 2,00,000 during the year 2007 and 2008 respectively. In the year 2012, the
award was renamed as Biju Pattanaik Award for Wildlife Conservation with a cash
prize of Rs. 2,00,000 along with a certificate. Again during 2025 vide Resolution
No.16468 (1) FE-PLANT-0026-2023-F&E dtd 04.07.2025 of Forest, Environment
& Climate Change Department, Odisha the award has been renamed as 'Chief
Minister Award for Wildlife Conservation' with a cash prize of Rs. 4,00,000/-
and a certificate.

Eligibility Criteria for the Award

Any individual or an institution operating in the State of Odisha and engaged in
Wildlife and biodiversity conservation, research, and education is eligible for the award.
To come under the purview of consideration for the award, an individual/institution
should have created an appreciable and measurable impact in any of the following
areas (a) Wildlife management and conservation, including control of poaching, wild
animal depredation, and extension. (b) Biodiversity conservation (c) Eco development
planning and implementation (d) Captive breeding as part of zoo management.

Chief Minister Award for Wildlife Conservation Booklet ‘ 2
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Year — 2005
Blackbuck Management Committee
Ganjam, Odisha

Introduction

This committee was formed in 2002 with the participation of local residents
and wildlife enthusiasts from 26 villages of Ganjam district. Its main aim is to protect
and conserve the Indian Blackbuck (Antilope cervicapra). With the support of local
communities and forest officials, the committee has taken a leading role in Blackbuck
conservation. For its outstanding work in wildlife protection, the Krushnasar Mruga
Surakshya Samiti was honored with the State-level Biju Patnaik Wildlife Conservation
Award in 2005.

Contribution to Wildlife Conservation

The committee-initiated land donation by local people and construction of
ponds to manage the Blackbuck habitat. As a result, the Blackbuck population increased
from 486 in 2002 to more than 5000 in 2025. By spreading awareness among local
communities, the committee ensured people’s active participation in conservation. The
work carried out by the committee for protection and conservation of Blackbuck and its
habitat is commendable.

Chief Minister Award for Wildlife Conservation Booklet ‘ 4
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Year — 2006
Peacock Protection Committee
Ganjam, Odisha

Introduction

The Peacock Protection Committee (Ganjam) was established in 2005 with
the support of the local community from the villages of Subhachandpur, KerikeriJhola,
Ambuabadi, Bharatapalli, Karanauli, Simeiguda and Cheramaria. The Committee
consists of 14 members from seven villages, two each of one village.

Its main objective is to protect peafowls in Ganjam district and conserve their habitats.
The committee has played an important role in increasing the peafowl population and
spreading awareness about their protection by involving people from nearby villages in
community participation. For its exceptional efforts in peafowl conservation and habitat
protection, the Samiti was honored with the State-level Biju Patnaik Wildlife Conservation
Award in 2006.

Contribution to Wildlife Conservation

This Committee includes people from seven nearby villages who actively
contribute to protecting peafowls, safeguarding their habitats, and preventing threats.
Their collective efforts have helped increase the peafowl population in the nearby hills to
nearly 2,000 birds. Local people also consider peafowls auspicious, which helps maintain
a harmonious relationship between humans and wildlife.

Chief Minister Award for Wildlife Conservation Booklet ‘ 6
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Year — 2007
Shri Shri Mahavir Pakshi Suraksha Samiti

Community-based Bird Protection and Conservation
Organization in Mangalajodi, Khordha, Odisha

Introduction

Founded on December 10, 2000 at Mangalajodi in Chilika, the Shri Shri Mahavir
Pakshi Suraksha Samiti is a community-driven organization dedicated to the protection of
migratory and resident birds and the conservation of wetlands. Recognized by the Chilika
Development Authority, the committee has become a national and global example of
community-led conservation. For its outstanding contribution, the organization was honored
with the State-level Biju Patnaik Wildlife Conservation Award in 2007.

Contribution to Wildlife Conservation

The committee focuses on reducing bird hunting in Chilika wetlands through
community involvementand has successfully transformed former huntersinto conservationists.
The main objectives of the committee include the restoration of wetlands, the development
of ecotourism, public awareness campaigns, and bird counting, along with migratory bird
protection work.

Chief Minister Award for Wildlife Conservation Booklet ‘ 8
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Year — 2008

Dr. Basanta Kumar Behura
Professor, Founder President & Odisha Zoological Society & Society for Nature and
Wildlife Conservation, Jagatsinghpur, Odisha

Introduction

Dr. Basanta Kumar Behura (born 20 February 1922) was a pioneering
zoologist, researcher, and writer who gave remarkable recognition to zoology and
wildlife conservation in Odisha and India at both national and international levels. For
his contributions, he was awarded with the State-level Biju Patnaik Wildlife Conservation
Award (2007-08).

Contribution to Wildlife Conservation

Dr. Behura conducted pioneering research, co-discovered Granthakita
cuttackae, and had the “Tippat Worm” named in his honour. He authored influential
books such as Frogs of Odisha (1966), Snakes of Odisha (1967), Dinosaurs (1977), and
Wild Animals (1981), spreading public awareness on conservation.
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Year — 2009
Dr. Uday Narayan Dev

Ornithologist, Researcher, Odisha

Introduction

Dr. Dev is known as Pakshiraja in Odisha. His association with birds began at a very
young age, and over his lifetime he devoted himself to the study of Indian birds, with a
special focus on wetlands and migratory species. For his remarkable contributions to
wildlife conservation, he was honoured with the State-level Biju Patnaik Wildlife Conser-
vation Award in 2009.

Contribution to Wildlife Conservation

Dr. Dev authored “A Checklist of Birds of Orissa in the Eastern Ghats’ which documented
419 species and subspecies of birds. In 1997, he published “Checklist of the Birds of Chilika’)
listing 159 bird species. This was followed by “Basics of Birdwatching and Field Ornithology
in India”(1998).

Beyond his publications, Dr. Dev carried out extensive research on bird migration, avian ecology,
and species diversity across different landscapes of Odisha, including Similipal, Chilika, and the
Eastern Ghats.

13 ‘ Chief Minister Award for Wildlife Conservation Booklet



Year — 2009
Dr Sundara Narayana Patro

Retired Professor, Founder Secretary (1982) and currently President of the Odisha
Environment Society, Founder Convener of the Bhubaneswar Chapter of the Indian
Science Congress Association (from 1996 to 2006), Ganjam, Odisha

Introduction

Dr. Sundar Narayan Patro was born on August 27, 1943, in Nuapada village
of Ganjam district. He earned his M.Sc. in Botany from Utkal University (1967) and his
Ph.D. from Berhampur University (1986). He taught in various Govt Colleges in Odisha
for about 35 years. In 2009, he was honored with the State Level Biju Patnaik Award for
Wildlife Conservation.

Contribution to Wildlife Conservation

He is the Founder Secretary (and now President) of the Orissa Environmental
Society, established in October 1982. From 1996 to 2006, he was the Founder Convener
of the Bhubaneswar Chapter of the Indian Science Congress Association. He also coordi-
nated the Orissa Environment Programme (1995-2000), a project under Indo-Norwegian
Cooperation. Beyond his teaching and research career, he has significantly contributed
to environmental protection, nature conservation, and promoting scientific awareness
through these organizations and other institutions. He was a special invitee to the Odi-
sha Assembly House Committee on Environment and served on various committees,
including those for Similipal, Satkosia, Mahendragiri, and other natural habitats. He was
also a member of the State Board for Wildlife and its Standing Committee, the Executive
Council of Odisha Bigyan Academy, and several committees of the State Pollution
Control Board.

Chief Minister Award for Wildlife Conservation Booklet ‘ 14
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Year — 2010
Shri Saroj Kumar Pattanaik, IFS
Former PCCF Wildlife & Chief Wildlife Warden, Odisha

Introduction

Born in 1941, Shri Saroj Kumar Patnaik is a renowned wildlife expert and authority in
zoo design and management. He held key positions including Wildlife Protection Offi-
cer, Director of Nandankanan Zoological Park, Chief Conservator of Forests (Wildlife),
and Chief Wildlife Warden. In 1982, he assisted Shri Saroj Raj Choudhury in capturing
and training the wild tusker ‘Agasthi.” He received the Biju Pattnaik Wildlife Conservation
Award (2009-10) for his outstanding contributions.

Contribution to Wildlife Conservation

For nearly 16 years, he played a key role in developing Odisha’s wildlife sector and introduced
new concepts in zoo and enclosure design at Nandankanan and across India. He authored
Wildlife Wealth of Orissa and Indian Zoo Yearbook, published over 70 articles, and served
on expert committees on zoos, wildlife research, education, and environmental impact. He
was also a member of the IUCN Conservation Breeding Specialist Group and the Central
Empowered Committee of the Supreme Court of India. He has long experience in managing
terrestrial and aquatic wildlife of the state.

17 ‘ Chief Minister Award for Wildlife Conservation Booklet



Year — 2010

Shri Amarendra Lal Bose, Senior Journalist
Mayurbhanj, Odisha

Introduction

Born in Baripada, Mayurbhanj, Shri Amarendra Lal Bose is a distinguished
journalist and environmentalist of Odisha. He devoted more than six decades of his
life to journalism and to spreading awareness on wildlife conservation. For his lifelong
contributions, he was honoured with the State-level Biju Patnaik Wildlife Conservation
Award in 2010.

Contribution to Wildlife Conservation

Through his writings, Shri Bose played a pivotal role in enhancing public
awareness about wildlife conservation. His columns and articles sensitised readers
across Odisha on the urgent need to protect nature and wildlife. His consistent advocacy
inspired communities and decision-makers alike to take steps towards conservation.
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Year — 2011

Dr. Lakshmi Narayan Acharjyo
Former Chief Wildlife Veterinarian
(Nandankanan), Odisha

Introduction

Dr. L. N. Acharjyo (1936-2025) was a distinguished wildlife veterinarian and
conservationist whose lifelong work transformed the perception of wildlife health in India.
For his lifetime contributions towards wildlife care, breeding, and zoo-based wildlife
management in Odisha, he was honoured with the State-level Biju Patnaik Wildlife
Conservation Award in 2011.

Contribution to Wildlife Conservation

Throughout his career, Dr. Acharjyo conducted over 2,000 post-mortems of wild
animals and developed systematic health protocols for endangered species. He laid the
foundations of wildlife veterinary science in India, guiding and training generations of
veterinarians, forest officers, and biologists.
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Year — 2011

Shri Prasanna Kumar Behera
Environmentalist, Advocate, Angul, Odisha

Introduction

Shri Prasanna Kumar Behera was born in December 1980 in Tainsi village of
Angul district. Although a lawyer by profession, he is widely known across the region for
his selfless love and deep concern for the environment and wildlife.

Contribution to Wildlife Conservation

Shri Behera has organized various programmes for the conservation of wildlife
and biodiversity in the Satkosia Tiger Reserve. His initiatives to raise awareness among
local residents about wildlife conservation and to promote alternative livelihoods that
reduce dependency on forests are highly commendable. He has played a key role in
organizing awareness campaigns promoting peaceful human-elephant coexistence and
in ensuring that government assistance reaches people affected by elephant-related
conflicts. To educate local communities about wildlife protection laws, he has conducted
numerous awareness drives, training sessions, and workshops in the region.
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Year — 2012

Shri Shyama Om Prasad Mishra
Sparrow Conservation Campaigner, Subarnapur, Odisha

Introduction

Shyama Om Prasad Mishra from Subarnapur, Odisha, is a dedicated
conservationist who, in 2011, launched the campaign ‘Aa Feri A Ghar Chatia” (Come
Back, House Sparrow). The initiative was started to restore the declining population of
house sparrows. In recognition of his efforts towards bird conservation, he was conferred
with the State-level Biju Pattnaik Wildlife Conservation Award in 2012.

Contribution to Wildlife Conservation

The mass movement “Aa Feri A Ghar Chatia” initiated by Shri Mishra gradually
transformed into a major campaign involving students, bird lovers, volunteer organizations,
the Forest Department, and the district administration. Due to his efforts, the sparrow
population in Subarnapur has increased by more than 10,000, and the campaign has
positively influenced other districts such as Balangir, Boudh and Sambalpur. Shri Mishra
also directed a short film titled “Aa Feri A Ghar Chatia’’ which has been screened in
schools and on various platforms.
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Year — 2013

Dr. Lala Aswini Kumar Singh
Member, State Board for Wildlife (2013-16)
Puri, Odisha

Introduction

Dr. Lala Ashwin Kumar Singh was born in June 1953 in Puri City. Since 1974,
Dr. Singh's 50-year commitment has significantly advanced biodiversity conservation. He
meticulously developed knowledge databases through primary research, providing crucial
scientific understanding. Simultaneously, he shaped the planning and management of
protected areas through scientific research. Furthermore, Dr. Singh dedicated himself
to capacity building, training countless in-situ staff and mentoring students, creating a
legacy of skilled conservationists vital for safeguarding our biodiversity.

Contribution to Wildlife Conservation

For over five decades, Dr. Singh has advanced crocodile conservation through
research-based methods. Starting in 1975 at the Gharial Research and Conservation
Centre on the Mahanadi, he brought gharial eggs and hatchlings for the Tikarpada Project
from Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, and in 1977 from Nepal’s Chitwan National
Park. Between 1987-2003, he revived the extinct Mugger Crocodile (Gomuhan Kumbhira)
in Similipal through the Ramtirtha-Jashipur Project. Using techniques like radio-tracking,
he also documented conservation findings on crocodiles, tigers, elephants, freshwater
turtles, and birds.
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Year — 2013

Shri Swaraj Kumar Kanhar
Social Worker and Wildlife Conservationist
Boudh, Odisha

Introduction

Shri Swaraj Kumar Kanhar was born on November 25, 1969, in the Boudh
District of Odisha. He is a social worker and a deeply dedicated wildlife conservationist.
Recognizing his active interest in wildlife conservation, he was appointed as the Honorary
Wildlife Warden of Boudh District in 2009 and 2011. In 2013, he was honored by the
Government of Odisha with the Biju Patnaik State Level Award for Wildlife Conservation.

Contribution to Wildlife Conservation

Sri Swaraj Kumar Kanhar has been actively involved in wildlife conservation
activities in the Boudh and Subarnapur Forest Divisions since 1987. Sri Kanhar's support
for the Forest Department was strong, and he assisted in rescuing wildlife such as a Hill
Mynah from Sonepur and a Spotted Deer from the Tel River. He also helped organize
awareness campaigns, workshops, and Anti-Poaching Drives, along with aiding in
crime detection and V.S.S. (Village Forest Committee) activities. For his contributions
to environmental protection, he has been honored with the Prakruti Bandhu Puraskar
(1997-98) and the C.P.R. Environmental Education Centre Award (2007).
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Year — 2014

Dr. Priyambada Mohanty Hejmadi
Biologist, Odissi Dancer, Former Vice-Chancellor,
Sambalpur University

Introduction

Padma Shri Professor Dr. Priyambada Mohanty Hejmadi wears many hats:
classical Odissi dancer, art writer, biologist and academician. A former vice chancellor
of Sambalpur University, she is also a fellow of the Indian Academy of Sciences. She
was awarded Padma Shri in 1998 for her contribution to science and technology. She
pursued her studies in Zoology and obtained a PhD from the University of Michigan. She
was honored with the Biju Patnaik State Level Award for Wildlife Conservation in 2013-
14 for her lifelong, outstanding contributions to Olive Ridley sea turtle conservation and
her research at Gahirmatha, Odisha. Beyond her identity as a distinguished scientist,
she is also a prominent classical dancer and played a major role in the revival and
popularization of Odissi dance.

Contribution to Wildlife Conservation

Her scientific contributions extend significantly to wildlife conservation,
particularly through her in-depth study of the olive ridley sea turtle (Lepidochelys
olivacea). Her notable work, "A study of ecology, breeding patterns, development and
karyotype patterns," provides crucial insights into the life cycle and characteristics
of these turtles, focusing specifically on the Gahirmatha coast of Odisha—a globally
significant nesting site. Her research has undoubtedly advanced our understanding and
efforts in conserving this species and their crucial habitats.Nrutya Samman —2013. Many
of her research articles on biodiversity conservation have been published internationally.

KARYOTYPE
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Year — 2015

Shri Satrughna Rout
Wildlife Conservationist Mayurbhanj, Odisha

Introduction

Shri Satrughna Rout is a dedicated conservationist from Mayurbhanj district with
long-standing contributions in wildlife protection and anti-poaching efforts. In recognition
of his service, he was honored with the State-level Biju Patnaik Wildlife Conservation
Award in 2015 by the Government of Odisha.

Contribution to Wildlife Conservation

Mr. Rout has actively participated in various protection activities of the Forest
Department, particularly in wildlife anti-poaching surveillance by promoting the use of
trap cameras. His efforts extend from organizing awareness campaigns in villages to
maintaining case records, preparing prosecution reports, and ensuring transparency in
the use of modern tools such as mobile tracking and forensic investigation.
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Year — 2016

Shri Gouranga Charan Raut
Wildlife Conservationist

Introduction

Shri Gouranga Charan Raut is a well-known wildlife and forest conservationist
from Odisha who has dedicated his entire life to the protection of forests and wildlife. In
2016, he was honored with the Biju Patnaik Wildlife Award for his remarkable contributions
to environmental protection.

Contribution to Wildlife Conservation

He has actively worked for elephant protection and to mitigate human-elephant
conflict in regions like Chandaka and Similipal. He has put significant effort into protecting
rare species such as the Olive Ridley sea turtle and the Saltwater Crocodile. Through
awareness campaigns and community engagement, he has promoted coexistence
between humans and wildlife while taking numerous steps for forest conservation,
prevention of wildlife poaching, and sustainable wildlife management.
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Year — 2017

Shri Chakradhar Hembram
Wildlife Watcher, Karanjia Forest Division (2016), Mayurbhanj, Odisha

Introduction

Shri Chakradhar Hembram was born in Kaliani village, Mayurbhanj district.
From childhood, he displayed a deep interest in art, music, dance, and Adivasi (tribal)
folk culture. After completing his education, he became involved in social service and
remained active in the fields of tribal development, art, culture, and rural welfare. Sri
Hembram was honored with the Biju Patnaik State Level Award for Wildlife Conservation
in 2017 for his outstanding contributions to wildlife conservation and protection.

Contribution to Wildlife Conservation

Shri Chakradhar Hembram has organized 100+ awareness programs through
the Jahira tradition across Odisha, Jharkhand, and West Bengal, inspiring 360 hunters
to quit poaching and adopt alternative livelihoods. To reduce forest dependency, he
introduced measures like seed distribution, check dams, mini rice hullers, rural sports, and
strengthening EDC/VSS. Since 2012, he has led the Similipal Mahotsav to promote tribal
art and culture, initiated tying ‘Rakhi’ on trees during Raksha Bandhan, formed a Quick
Reaction Team (QRT) to mitigate human-elephant conflict, and streamlined compensation
processes.
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Year — 2018

Professor Sushil Kumar Dutta
Renowned zoologist and Herpetology Specialist, Retired Professor, Maharaj
Sriram Chandra Bhanja Deo University, Baripada, Odisha

Introduction

Born on 23rd July 1952 in Balasore, Odisha, Professor Sushil Kumar Dutta,
known as the “Frogman of India,” has over four decades of contributions to evolutionary
biology, taxonomy, conservation biology, and biodiversity policy. He has authored 13
books and more than 250 research papers, earning the State-level Biju Patnaik Award
for Wildlife Conservation in 2018.

Contribution to Wildlife Conservation

Professor Dutta pioneered studies on amphibians and reptiles, discovering 22
new species and having several, including Hemidactylus sushilduttai, Sitana sushili and
a new genus Duttaphrynus named after him. His works, such as Amphibians of Sri Lanka
(1996) and Amphibians of India and Sri Lanka (1997), are standard references. Through
the SERC-SERB School in Herpetology, he trained over 250 students and researchers,
and served on IUCN and high-level MoEFCC, DBT, DST, and WIl committees.
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Year — 2019

Shri Bichitrananda Biswal
Grassroots Wildlife and Biodiversity Conservationist, Astaranga, Puri, Odisha

Introduction

Hailing from Astaranga in Puri district, Shri Bichitrananda Biswal has devoted
more than 31 years of his life to the cause of wildlife and biodiversity conservation. He
is regarded as one of India’s finest examples of community-based ecological leadership,
inspiring women, youth, and coastal communities to take an active role in conservation
efforts. In 2019, he was conferred with the State-level Biju Patnaik Award for Wildlife
Conservation by the Government of Odisha.

Contribution to Wildlife Conservation

Shri Biswal is best known for Olive Ridley turtle conservation in the Devi River
mouth and Rushikulya regions. Through safeguarding beaches and managing hatcheries,
he has ensured the safe release of approximately 50 lakh turtle hatchlings, resulting in
poaching in the area being reduced to almost nil. He has also rescued and rehabilitated
over 200 injured turtles and one whale shark. As a trained snake rescuer, he has saved
more than 2,000 snakes, including King Cobras, thereby mitigating human-snake
conflict.He initiated a Sparrow conservation program using artificial nests and organized
youth and women to establish mangrove nurseries, restoration work, and beach clean-up
campaigns, creating natural barriers against cyclones. Since 1995, he has helped form
women-led biodiversity protection committees involving over 560 women. Shri Biswal has
trained around 15,000 youth and over 14,500 schoolchildren in conservation practices.
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Year — 2020

Save Elephant Foundation Trust (SEFT)
Elephant Protection and Conservation Organization
Baripada, Odisha

Introduction

The Save Elephant Foundation Trust (SEFT) is an organization dedicated to the
protection and conservation of wildlife, especially elephants. Considering elephants as a
flagship species, the organization aims to conserve forest ecosystems and biodiversity,
while ensuring ecological stability and human-wildlife coexistence. The organization was
honored with the State Level Biju Patnaik Award for Wildlife Conservation in 2020 for its
notable contributions to elephant conservation, management of human-elephant conflict,
and promotion of community participation.

Contribution to Wildlife Conservation

SEFT works toward achieving the goal of “zero human and zero elephant deaths
in conflict-prone areas. The organization actively engages local communities through
volunteer groups such as the "Hati Sathi Bahini" and conducts extensive awareness
campaigns using documentary films, folk theatre forms like Dasakathia and Pala, and
the "Hati Amara Sathi" initiative. The Trust provides specialized training to Gajabandhu
and "Hati Sathi" volunteers, organizes workshops on key environmental occasions, and
publishes educational books such as "Hati Amara Sathi" and "Similipalara Rahasya".
Additionally, SEFT promotes innovative practices such as the use of Salia bamboo seed
balls to enhance and expand natural food sources for elephants.
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Year — 2021
Nandakishore Bhujabal
Wildlife Conservationist, Khordha, Odisha

Introduction

Shri Nandakishore Bhujabal, born in 1946 in a teacher's family in Puri district
(now Khordha), had the opportunity to observe forests and wildlife closely from his
childhood. His extensive travels to various remote areas allowed him to gain direct,
practical knowledge about nature and wildlife. In 1991, he voluntarily left government
service to dedicate himself fully to wildlife conservation as his primary life goal. For his
numerous contributions to the field, he was honored by the Government of Odisha with
the State-level Biju Patnaik Wildlife Conservation Award in 2021.

Contribution to Wildlife Conservation

Promoting the belief that “conservation is possible only through love for forests
and wildlife,” Shri Bhujabal has built strong grassroots conservation movements across
Odisha. He established ten Forest Protection Committees (Vana Suraksha Samitis, VSS)
encompassing 35 villages across Puri, Tangi, Ranpur, and Chilika, and later expanded
his efforts by forming four additional VSS units in Angul district in 2020. Currently serving
as the Vice-President of Wild Odisha, he leads impactful conservation campaigns
focused on the Baya Weaver and the Fishing Cat. His pioneering role in transforming
Mangalajodi into a successful eco-tourism model by inspiring former bird poachers
to become bird guides and protectors is widely regarded as his most remarkable
achievement. Shri Bhujabal’s work stands as a nationally and internationally recognized
model of community-based wildlife conservation.
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Year — 2022
Shri Bikiji Nag

Snake Rescuer, Balangir, Odisha

Introduction

Shri Bikiji Nag was born on May 31, 1989, in Balangir district. While working
as a daily wage labourer, he devoted his free time to acquiring knowledge about wildlife,
particularly snakes. He has been continuously dedicated to wildlife protection for nearly
19 years. In recognition of his relentless efforts, he was honoured with the State-level Biju
Patnaik Wildlife Conservation Award in 2022 by the Government of Odisha.

Contribution to Wildlife Conservation

In the forest areas of Balangir (Titilagarh region), Shri Nag actively assists the
Forest Department with wildlife protection, identification, and monitoring. He is dedicated
to spreading awareness among the public about snakes' behavior, the effects of venom,
and necessary safety precautions. His practical work involves safely rescuing snakes
from human habitations and releasing them into the forest, as well as promptly ensuring
snakebite victims receive timely medical treatment at hospitals. He also supported the
Forest Department during the rescue of a leopard at Kalarapataria and currently serves
as the Block-level Coordinator for the “Snake Rescue” organization in Saintala. Fondly
known locally as the “Friend of Snakes,” Shri Nag has received multiple recognitions at
the sub-divisional and district levels for his valuable contributions to wildlife conservation.
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Year — 2022

Shri Rabindranath Sahu
Secretary, Rushikulya Sea Turtle Protection Committee
Ganjam, Odisha

Introduction

Shri Rabindranath Sahu, a dedicated wildlife conservationist from Purunabandha
village in Ganjam district, began his conservation journey in 1994 after witnessing the
mass nesting of Olive Ridley Sea turtles along the Rushikulya coast. For over three
decades, he has been a passionate advocate for the protection of these turtles, serving
as one of the most respected and trusted voices in marine conservation. In recognition
of his outstanding contributions to wildlife protection, he was honored with the State-level
Biju Patnaik Wildlife Conservation Award in 2022.

Contribution to Wildlife Conservation

He has been consistently dedicated to protecting sea turtles nesting along the
Rushikulya coast, inspiring hundreds of individuals to participate in their conservation.
Over time, his efforts have expanded to include the protection of migratory waterbirds
at the Rushikulya estuary and House Sparrows in rural areas of Ganjam district. A
passionate advocate for wildlife, he also leads Mission Taalagachha (Palm Tree Mission),
launched in 2024 to reduce lightning-related fatalities. In the first phase of the initiative,
12,000 palm saplings were planted, with a target of 50,000 within three years, supported
by the Odisha Biodiversity Board and the Forest Department. Under his leadership,
youth and volunteers actively collect palm fruits, extract seeds, and plant them across
villages—promoting both human safety and biodiversity conservation.
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Year — 2023

Bipin Bihari Pradhan
Wildlife Conservationist, Odisha

Introduction

Shri Bipin Bihari Pradhan is a dedicated wildlife conservationist from Odisha,
known for his remarkable contributions over the last 10—12 years in the field of elephant
conservation and inter-state elephant monitoring. His sustained efforts have been
particularly focused on reducing human-elephant conflict and promoting coexistence.
For his outstanding work, he was honoured with the State-level Biju Patnaik Wildlife
Conservation Award in 2023.

Contribution to Wildlife Conservation

Shri Pradhan has made significant contributions to elephant movement tracking
and inter-state wildlife monitoring. He played a pioneering role in designing Odisha’s first
canopy bridge and later facilitated its implementation in the Saranda Forest Division of
Jharkhand. This innovative structure provides a safe passage for arboreal species such as
monkeys and civet cats, reducing the risk of road-related wildlife casualties. Shri Pradhan has
actively collaborated with local communities and the Forest Department to raise awareness,
foster peaceful coexistence with wildlife, and implement effective conservation initiatives. His
innovative use of drones and modern technologies to mitigate human—elephant conflict has
yielded remarkable results in recent years.

‘oo
&= |
Xy e 2 i‘ A

£
SSSSINNSES

51 ‘ Chief Minister Award for Wildlife Conservation Booklet



Year — 2023

Shri Ashwini Kumar Das
Wildlife Conservationist, Balasore, Odisha

Introduction

Shri Ashwini Kumar Das, a small farmer and retail medicine dealer born
in Jaleswar Block of Balasore district, has made incomparable contributions
to wildlife conservation. He developed a special interest in forests and wildlife
from his childhood. For his unwavering dedication to wildlife protection and
conservation, he was honored with the State Level Biju Patnaik Award for
Wildlife Conservation in 2023.

Contribution to Wildlife Conservation

Since 2008, shri Das has been actively engaged in mitigating human-—
elephant conflict and ensuring the safety of wildlife. During the inter-state
movement of elephants, he assists Forest Department officials in both Odisha
and West Bengal by providing timely information on elephant movements and
raising awareness among local villagers. He also plays a key role in collecting
and reporting information related to wildlife poaching and regularly conducts
awareness programs. His contributions to habitat improvement include
sowing seeds of various native plant species and encouraging community
participation in restoration efforts. Notably, he played a significant role in
organizing the Inter-Range Coordination Meeting on the Odisha-West Bengal
border held on March 18, 2023.
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Year — 2024
Dr. Siddhartha Pati
Wildlife Conservationist, Balasore, Odisha

Introduction

Dr. Siddhartha Pati has set an example in wildlife conservation by combining
research, cutting-edge technology, and local community action. He has achieved
international recognition for his work on Horseshoe Crab conservation and study. He
was honored with the State-level Biju Patnaik Wildlife Conservation Award in 2024. His
innovative “Waste-to-Wealth” approach is recognized as a working model for a Circular
Bio-Economy.

Contribution to Wildlife Conservation
Since 2012, Dr. Pati has led Horseshoe Crab conservation, founding the

‘Association for Biodiversity Conservation (ABC)' and spreading awareness among
communities, fishermen, students, and policymakers. His efforts enabled collaborations
with IUCN, Rufford Foundation (UK), WWF India, and the Bin Zayed Species
Conservation Fund (UAE). He created the world’s first silent clay art film, ‘A Day for Living
Fossil', and presented his research in Japan, Thailand, Indonesia, China, and Singapore.
His honors include the 'UNICEF Award 2023' (Udayana University, Indonesia), 'Future
Conservationist Award 2018' (Cambridge, UK), and 'Utkarsha Odisha — 40 under 60'
(MSME Role Model, Govt. of Odisha).
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Year — 2024

Shri Shailendra Narayan Satapathy
Wildlife Rescuer | Volunteer, Balangir, Odisha

Introduction

Shri Shailendra Narayan Satapathy is an enthusiastic and selfless personality.
He has dedicated his life to rescuing and caring for wildlife, stray dogs, and abandoned
animals. For his devoted service towards wildlife, he was honored in 2024 with the State-
level Biju Patnaik Wildlife Conservation Award by the Balangir Forest Division.

Contribution to Wildlife Conservation

In Balangir district, Shri Satapathy has successfully rescued and rehabilitated
various animals, including pythons, wild boars, monkeys, snakes, elephants, stray
dogs, and cattle. He mobilized young people to form a “Youth Brigade,” which remains
continuously active in wildlife rescue operations. Due to his constant preparedness in
times of danger, he is fondly known as the “Man in Crisis.” To raise public awareness,
he has organized several camps and training programs to educate people about wildlife
rescue, elephant movement, and mitigating human-wildlife conflict. For his remarkable
contributions over the years in wildlife conservation, rescue operations, and public
awareness, Shri Satapathy has also been honored with the Sub-Divisional level Biju
Patnaik Wildlife Conservation Award.
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Year — 2025

Dr. Sarat Chandra Misra
Civil Engineer, Naturalist, Orchidologist, Odisha

Introduction

Dr. Sarat Chandra Misra, a renowned Indian orchidologist and botanist, is well-
known for his substantial documentation of orchids of India, especially those in the state
of Odisha. He was an engineer by profession, but his love of orchids inspired him to
make important contributions to the taxonomy of orchids.

Contribution to Wildlife Conservation

The work of Dr. Misra has made Similipal famous for its rare and endemic
orchids. He has not only discovered many rare and endemic orchids in Similipal such
as Cirrhopetalum panigrahianum, Eria meghasaniensis, Liparis espeevijii, Habenaria
panigrahiana and its variety (H. panigrahiana var. paroiloba), but also in other forests
in Odisha. He has also trained forest officials on the identification, protection and
propagation of orchids and their habitat. He has made an extensive survey of orchids in
many other States. His research work has been published in 60 papers in peer-reviewed
journals. As a Civil Engineer working in Similipal Forest Development Corporation, he
has constructed many wooden bridges and environment-friendly roads in Similipal to
facilitate the movements of forest personnel in protection work.
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